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A REPORT ON THE VISITORISCONFERENCE, .
UNIVERSITYOF COLORADOSCHOOLOF NURSING { ‘,, ,.,.

. . ,,
By Kay D. Fuller,R.N. and Gladys‘AncrumaDr. P.H. “, ~

Nursingeducatorafrom 18 statesmet iu Denver on June 23 for a four-dtiy’‘study‘of,the’unique
coatinuingeducationprogramof the Univarsity of ColoradoSchool of Nursing. The CU pro-
gram.ofyear-round,intensiveehort couraea for nursespracticingin 8 wide varietyof pro-
fes~iunal.fialdsis ona of the most stimulatingcontinuingeducationptiogramain”the WtiOn.

,, ,,, .
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The progremia headedby Mrs. Elda S. Popi.el,AssistantDean$ Continuing:Edueat~on. The ~ “
departmentiB currentlydevelopingcore‘programsin“’thearea of criaia”nurtiing~~(to meet ‘‘”
the needs of the growingnumbar and kinds of apeciatiiedintensivecare facilities)md
rehabilitationand maintenancein chronicdisease (to addreaathe“iaaueof “ltv@ aftar “; ‘.
survival.1’) Since all the continuingeducationefforts”‘arecoordinated‘throughColorado’
NursesAssociation,tha University,and the basic ac’liiolsof nursing in Colorado,succe~sful
coursesare quickLyintegratedinto the formalbaeic ‘andgraduatenursingeducattoncur-

...,.ricukms. :,., . ‘, :., ”
,!,.., ,, ~,.. ‘. :

Overallguidancefor programdevelopment’end coordindbionis providedby en ed&ory ’ COUP

mi.tteewhich bring8 together36 representativesfrom-%ariousnursinganvifonmantS~~and ‘ ‘‘
alliedprofessioua. In addition,each”of the major prdgramofferings‘1sdesigned, de- “ ~
velopedjand presentedwith the aid of a specificadvisorycormaitteemade up “’of’nursing “ ‘
and other health profeasionals:’who have en acknowledgedcommitmentand/or expertise‘in’~
thatprogramarea., ,, ,,. ,’. ,,, :.,.’”.,,’.,

,<, ,!. .,,,.,,,:’, ,,,,,,,!
The Coloradoprogrsm is “participant)’centeredas opposed’to curriculumcatered. “ It C@UWS,,.,(
togetharresourcefacuity from throughoutthe etate to pre”eciaiworkehopej ‘iixatitutes;ccJQ-
f &encea~ and a~rt-term isp%nsive‘coursesin reqponaeto requests’;frdm the statetspro- ,
fessionalgroups end health care:institutions. It provideson-the-jobconsultation“asa
part of the structureof a number~of’the courses,therebymaximizingthe opportunity’for
influencingthe practiceof top qu~lit~’nursingcare in Colorado. (Thereare approximately
10,000RN’s practicingin Coloradowitti’5011in Denver,makinfgthe city one of the”few ““”:“‘‘
couraunltiesin the United Stateswhere$here La an edequatasupplyof nurses.)“’” “ .,:”~‘ I

,,(. ( .,, ,
It is the policyof the’University’of Coloradothat all adult and continuingeducationoffer-
ingsbe non-credit. Becauseof this, no set curriculumnqeda to,be fol~owedWr a ,timafor
finalexsms scheduled. This’enables‘theContinuationEducation“Services‘to:craa<e,.the kinds
of learningexperienceswhich will meet”the needs of the INArse-participantsid ‘theprogram.“,.,,. ,.
The confereesfrom Californiaincludedthe InserviceCoordinatorfrom“kaiaerFo&ditiok” .

~)

Hospital,Bellflower,the.Directorof InserviceTrainingfrom wiser Foundation’Ho6pit.@l’“p
in Los Angeles and tha Directorof Educationend Trai.ning.,ja\,KaieerMedical Care,Enti&ias,
Fontana. The five of us were greatlyimpressedwith the course content ~ P1= to @Wlore,
the poasibilitieciof gettinga similarprogramgoing in SoutheinCalifornia.,We’11 bei “
happyto hear-f ram all interestedparties.
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